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fearing that house could not be maintained, forbade him to intermeddle in
it; he, moreover, gave him many severe reprimands even in public, accused
his zeal as too forward, and forbade him to hear confessions, instruct the
poor, or visit the sick, only on certain days and at appointed times, Regis
suffered many humiliations and mortifications under this superior, without
even allowing anyone to speak in his justification; till the succeeding rector,
convinced of his innocence and prudence, restored to him the care of the
refuge and the whole field of his former labours. His zeal exposed him
often to occasions of martyrdom and to open insults, and once he was
cruelly beaten. He was also censured bitterly by many, and even by
several of his own brethren; but his rector undertook his defence, and
God crowned his labours with incredible success; in which he was
seconded by the great vicar, Peter le Blanc, his constant friend, without
whose counsel he undertook nothing. This is the summary of his trans-
actions at Puy during the four last summers of his missions; the winters
he employed in labouring in the country, the most abandoned part of
which was his first care and chief delight.

The country inhabitants in the Velay in some parts, especially in the
mountains, were very rustic and perfectly savage; Calvinism had insinuated
itself, and ignorance and the grossest vices prevailed in many of the wilder
places. The boroughs and villages are situated in the diocese of Puy,
Vienne, Valence, and Viviers. The saint's first mission amongst them was
in the beginning of the year 1636, to Fay and the neighbouring places.
Hugh Sourdon, LL.D., engaged him to lodge in his house. The man of
God, finding his kind host's son, Claudius Sourdon, aged fourteen years,
entirely deprived of all sight for the six months past, from a deffuxion
upon his eyes, with excessive pain, he exhorted him to confidence in God,
and retired into a neighbouring room to prayer with some of the family,
which he had not ended when the child recovered his sight, and dis-
tinguished everybody in the assembly, which then met to hear the first
catechistical instruction; and from that time never felt any more, either
of that pain or defluxion, as he attested before the bishops of Puy and
Valence, being then fourscore years old. Upon this, another man, forty
years of age, who had been blind eight years, was brought to the saint,
who making the sign of the cross over him, immediately restored his
sight. By the fame of these two miracles, this mission was opened with
wonderful concourse and fruit. His conduct in it is thus described by
Claudius Sourdon, with whom he lodged, in a juridical deposition that
grave person gave before two bishops: " His whole behaviour breathed
sanctity. Men could neither see nor hear him without being inflamed
with the love of God. He celebrated the divine mysteries with such
devotion that he seemed like an angel at the altar. I have observed him
in familiar conversation become silent and recollected, and all on fire;